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T CROSSOVER

The interior design at T Crossover, a Bangalore
restaurant is defined by a crushed-paper
inspired stainless steel ‘carapace’ that runs the
entire diagonal length of the restaurant. The
polymorphic construct, designed by Planet 3
Studios Architecture Pvt Ltd, visually connects
the open kitchen and the front glass fagade,
providing a contemporary backdrop for the table
setting. Constructed out of plywood clad in high
quality brushed stainless steel skin laminate, it
reflects and disperses light in a fascinating way.
The impeccable hygiene and fashion forward
client requirements necessitated the use of a
hard, easy-to-maintain surface, making steel the
natural choice. The ‘carapace’ was an award
winning entry at the Jindal Stainless Steel
Innovation Awards. The interiors of this
restaurant was recently revamped to suit a
Chinese theme, though this wall remains intact.
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STEEL ENERGY

PLANET 3 STUDIOS ARCHITECTURE PVT. LTD. DESIGNED TUBE, A LOUNGE BAR AND VILLE CHAUMIERE, A

fine dining restaurant, in the posh environs of Bangalore's Indiranagar. They used steel in a unique

fashion to synergise the spirit and experience of dining and entertainment

et against the sky, atop a three-storeyed commer-

cial complex in Bangalore’s Indiranagar, is a twin

dining experience, distinct in design style and use

of space, but connected in the use of steel. The

entrance is through a terrace laid over with white

gravel and planted with tables and chairs fashioned out of

tubular steel and composite material—a representation of
what is to come.

This sit-out often turns into an impromptu grill, given

the city’s climate and acts as a waiting area serving both the
eateries. From the outside, Tube, a lounge bar, is a distinc-
tively-shaped cylindrical construct, created with hollow tubu-
lar steel sections with a galvanised sheet roofing skin. The
other eatery, Ville Chaumiere, is a fine dining restaurant. Its
undulating roof is the distinct element in an otherwise con-
servative construction. In its interiors, Tube uses steel as its
main design tool—its body and structure being fashioned

out of the material, and visible from the inside. Ville

Tube, a lounge bar, is a distinctively-shaped cylindrical construct, created with hollow tubular steel sections with a galvanised s
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Ville Chaumiere is built around two clusters of tubular steel poles that branch out like a tree reaching upwards. Between the
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steel clusters rests an oversized wine rack

Chaumiere, on the other hand, uses a nuance of steel in a
single design element—the steel, tree-inspired members,
that act as aesthetic aspects and structural supports as well.
All the other features of the restaurant are played down, to
give this centre stage.

As you enter Tube, you are struck by the pipe-like use
of space. The bar and D] console at the far end, the dance
floor that goes down the spine, and seating flanking the
floor, heighten the elongated effect. The intensely blue-hued
ambience, created through effect lights that produce psyche-
delic patterns, gives this lounge bar a spaceship-like appear-
ance. The colour is heightened with the use of soft
pearly-blue, faux leather quilting in the vaulted section of
what forms the ceiling. The quilting follows the curve of the
cylindrical shape, coming down to where you can reach out
and touch it.

At the Tube, pearly-blue, faux leather quilt-
ing, follows the curve of the cylindrical
shape, coming down to form the seating

The dance floor, down the centre, is laminated glass,
with the base tubular steel structural system visible through
it, reminiscent almost of a complex industrial design struc-
ture. Lasers stream across the underside of the dance floor,
filled with artificial smoke.

Lining the sides of the floor is the seating area—a
combination of bar stool seating in steel and faux leather. At
one end of the tunnel-esque design is the bar, with the D]
console hovering above, given support by a shelf that pro-
trudes from the wall and hanging steel cables.

Tube serves as the perfect transition area, where
young executives can unwind, later crossing the terrace to
Ville Chaumiere, for a gourmet dinner. Ville Chaumiere is
built around two clusters of tubular steel poles that occur
towards the centre of the restaurant. They branch out
upward to form a tree-like structure. The undulating roof
structure, with punctures for concealed lighting, form a
canopy, much like a large tree enveloping all in its shade.

On the sides of the space, similar steel branches
emanate upwards, but in lesser density. Their spreading
shape is intensified by the placement of upward lighting
between its struts. Between the two dense steel rod clusters
is an oversized wine rack, that draws the eye and seems to
bask in the shade of the steel tree. The two dining outlets
intersect at a point where spatial and functional energies fill
the space with robust passion.

—Compiled by Sunalini Mathew

Photographs courtesy: PLANET 3 STUDIOS LTD



