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Within the workspace area, efficiency and open interaction

were required, and for the cabins, comfort and convenience.
The cabins have an interesting form with bent glass
instead of mundane glass boxes.

his new office for Sybase,

a multinational software

solution firm, expanding

rapidly in India served a

dual purpose — to reiter-

ate its corporate work
culture and to also define it as a
brand. Building a suitable new
office space presented the oppor-
tunity to explore design and
functionality into a scamless
built environment. It was imme-
diately understood that the right
architectural solution would
speak to stakeholders, employees
and customers more cloquently
than any policy assertions.

The client is in a tech-driven
line of business which provides
software solutions. To its clients,
it had to present its social, inter-
active, transparent approach
towards work. Within the work-
space area, cfficiency and open
interaction were required, and
for the cabins, comfort and con-
venience. ‘Employee centricity’
was introduced wherein the




design had to discern and
respond to the needs of staff that
went beyond a standard, comfort-
able workspace.

A few interactive discussions
with the client and their employ-
ees, gave the design team crucial
insights into the company’s cor-
porate culture, interpersonal
relationships, tangible and intan-
gible wants and needs...and
more. ‘Our design approach was
focused on enhancing the social
environment, branding the com-
pany in 3-dimension and
expressing and enabling its cor-

porate culture, by means of
architecture.’

‘These were savvy clients,
who allowed us, as architects
to “waste space” to achieve a
certain design objective. So we
conceded a fair bit of office
space and created a wider wel-
coming entry. A warped rib-
bon-like partition wall leading
to the entrance amplifies the
contemporary design sensibili-
ty that continues inside the
entire office space. This design
sensibility was also well
merged with the functional




requirements of an office space. For instance, one
of the conference room walls is panclled with
moulded circular POP bumps in a parametric pat-
tern, which function as an acoustical solution.

A huge custom-built, stretched fabric lumi-
'naire dissipates light evenly on the polished sur-
face of the conference table. The ‘bumps’ on the
Swall turn into ‘dimples’ on the other side and
~ add character to the contemporary feel of the
~ MD’s cabin. Outsized amoceba-shaped lumi-
" naires connect these cabins with the rest of the
office design language. On the other side sus-
pended wooden panels wrap around the demo
- room glass and also create a semi-open informal
Il meeting space in the reception.

_ The client was a multinational firm, but as this
office is located in India, Planct 3 Studios tried
to give it some local context by creating a con-
temporary interpretation of a ‘jaali” which cor-
dons oft the reception from the open office area,
Gypsum bands run on the cciling all over the
office in fluid forms, and come down in the torm
of panels in the demo room, a huge canopy as a
backdrop for the reception, and enter into the
open oftice to bend down and become the floor
which functions as a meeting space. This raised
podium also houses an alcove, a comfortable,
cosy reading nook. The playfulness is har-
monised by generously arranged sleck modular
workstations in the open office arca.

Further on, the offerings become more inter-
esting. The dead space behind full height stor-
age becomes a whimsical area in which to play
golf and acts as yet another interacting zone for
the employees. Open cubicle partitions also
draw inspiration from the fluid bands running in
the ceiling and follow a similar design language.
As the company’s work philosophy is one of
transparency and openness, a lot of glass was
used wherever enclosure was required. The cab-
ins have an interesting form with bent glass
instead of mundane glass boxes. The use of
graphics and incorporation of the brand logo
-colours in almost every part of the office helps to
dinstill the essence of the brand among the users.
The design elements express the spirit of the
| business which is modern, futuristic, innovative
yet structured. I
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FACT FILE
Sybase India Pvt Ltd

Location: Bandro, Mumbai.

Construction: September'09 to
November'09.

Area: 5,200 sq ft.

Cost of Construction: Rs. 2,650 sq ft.
Project cost: Rs.1,37,75000

Delivery: Design Consultancy.

Design Team: Kalhan Mottoo, Santha Gour
Mattoo, Dimple Toraskar, Aditi Gautom.
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