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LEADING LIGHTS

Mattoos widespread recognition. Defying 

the age-old principles of campus design, it 

created a wholly new module of learning 

environment that would be most condu-

cive to the end user. Since then, Planet 3 

gave the Indian design community many 

more fascinating projects like X’Block, the 

RPG headquarters in Worli (Mumbai), 

Crossover (a restaurant in Bengaluru), 

MochaMojo (Mumbai), Disturbia (an 

installation at a fair) and the Out-of-box 

workstation. Their upcoming projects, 

Planet 3 Studios, with its youthfulness 

and charisma, has wooed many a design 

enthusiast. Their portfolio being very di-

verse and propelling, has challenged con-

ventional trends. This design studio was 

realised by architects Kalhan and Santha 

Mattoo, both alumnus of the Sir JJ College 

of Architecture. More than a decade old, it 

has won recognition from both Indian and 

international design fraternities.

project, Vidyalankar Institute, that got the 

such as Heliopolis in Mumbai and Pune, 

will take innovation to another level. 

For these and other such impressive 

projects, the studio has won numerous 

awards. At an international level, the 

Mattoos have received accolades like an 

Honor award from DesignShare, USA 

’07, World Architecture Community 

Awards ’08, a shortlisting at the World 

Architecture Festival Awards Learning 

category for the Vidyalankar design, 

and Multiplicity International Product 

design award, USA ’08 for Out-of-box. 

Back home, Planet 3 has attracted rec-

ognition from the likes of IIID (National 

and Regional), besides a number of 

design publications.

“At Planet 3, we believe in constructive 

learning. We learn from every project, 

paper or built. We participate in many 

competitions, but we make sure that our 

ideas are soon realised in a built project,” 

says Kalhan.  Through this process, the 

Planet 3 duo has embarked on many new 

ventures. They recently set up Planet 

One infrastructure, specialising in Design 

Build (realisation of a project from start 

level. And their dedication towards 

product design led them to set up a dif-

ferent body specialising in product design 

and creation, an initiative taken up by 

very few Indian architects and designers. 

Truly, Planet 3 Studios is a place with 

great designs on the future A&I.

by Carol Ferrao

KALHAN MATTOO & SANTHA GOUR, 
PLANET 3 STUDIOS ARCHITECTURE PVT LTD

WE ARE LIGHT ON IDEOLOGY 
AND HEAVY ON CREATIVITY. A
CONCEPTUAL DEPARTURE THAT IN 
HINDSIGHT APPEARS INTUITIVE, 
SPELLS OUR PHILOSOPHY

Vidyalankar Institute, a 1,95,000sqft educational 
facility in Mumbai, is an attempt to change the 
dynamics of education through architecture.


